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The Purpose 
Of this Handbook 

Children are gifts from God. 
To respect and treasure these gifts as God has in-
tended, we need to educate and equip ourselves as 
parents, teachers, and leaders, using all the tools   
available to encourage these children on their spiritual 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ     
families can utilize to help their children gain a better 
understanding of their faith.  
 

Our Children's Ministries exist to bring glory to God 
and  honour Him by committing ourselves to the   
salvation and spiritual growth of every young life 
within our range of influence.  We will love, teach, 
challenge, and send out these little ones to be living 
examples of Christ. 

We are firmly committed to encouraging, supporting and teaching families how to deepen 
their relationship with God and with each other.  The purpose of this handbook is to assist 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ 
 
Along with general operational details, this handbook is full of program and calendar       
information for the 2011 / 2012 ministry year.  It also contains valuable information on how 
each area of CM fits into the overall ministry big-picture at Ebenezer Baptist Church.        
Suggestions for getting involved in serving God by serving His kids in CM is also listed 
throughout ς prayerfully consider serving in CM, as this is an essential partnership for      
connecting kids to Christ. 
 
Throughout this handbook, you will note we have listed some information on CM leaders as 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƪƛŘǎΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
outside of EBC, and do not use any class lists or phone lists for any business purposes.  This 
information is intended to inform you of those you can pray for and support in leadership, 

Thank you for partnering with us as we serve God by 
connecting kids to Christ. 

Serving Him, 
Patti Read 
tŀǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
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Our Mission... 

As a Childrenõs Ministries Team 
To bring glory to God and honour Him by committing ourselves to the sal-
vation and spiritual growth of every young life within our range of influ-
ence.  We will love, teach, challenge, and send out little ones to be living 
examples of Christ. 

How Our Mission fits into the EBC Church Mission 
άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ - Every year, all our CM curriculum takes kids 
through a journey of being authentic life followers by helping them         
understand what true faith in Jesus is, what it means to commit to Him, 
how to live as Jesus wants us to live, and how to tell others about Jesus. 
 
άŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǘέ - We emphasize reaching out to others and offer 
insight on how kids can build bridges with others and feel confident in 
sharing their faith.  We exercise this in application by encouraging kids to 
take an active role in inviting their friends to church programs, especially 
VBS.  Here, kids are able to interact and build friendships with others     
outside their faith and neighbourhood communities. 
 
άǘŜŀŎƘέ - Kids are constantly being taught the Word of God.  This teaching 
provides kids with the opportunity to learn scripture, the Good News of 
Jesus, and how it can be hidden in their hearts to keep their faith strong, 
even when it is being tested.  We teach the kids to think outside the EBC 
walls.  In many different forms, we have shown the kids how God goes with 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
kids need help understanding.  By emphasizing this area, we are showing 
the kids that lives can be impacted and transformed everywhere. 

4 

As a church 
To cultivate a movement of loving and authentic life followers of Jesus that 
daily build bridges of love and share the Good News of Jesus, expecting 
lives to be spiritually transformed everywhere. 

Because We Care 
Policy and Procedures 
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Policy Description 
God has blessed our church family with many wonderful children whom we 
love dearly.  With this in mind, we want to do everything we can to protect 
our children from any type of abuse.  We are committed to providing a safe 
place with excellent ministry programs led by qualified staff in order to train 
our children to love God and His Word. 
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜΣ 
we acknowledge that we also have a role to play in providing a safe, secure, 
loving environment for children.  We strive to create an environment where 
parents feel completely comfortable leaving their child.  Therefore, we have 
established policies and procedures that reflect our desire to prevent child 
abuse and to stop child abuse if we become aware of it. 
 

The òBecause We Careó program has 4 purposes: 
1. To provide a safe and secure environment for our children.  Childhood 

innocence and trust is a gift given by God, and it is our responsibility to 
safeguard it. 

2. To provide guidelines and training for our volunteer workersτto enable 
them to be aware of this important issue and allow their service to be 
above reproach. 

3. To protect our volunteer workers, providing them with an atmosphere for 
service where unfounded accusations of misconduct are staved off by 
good childcare practices. 

4. ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 
 

All adults serving in CM must complete all aspects of the 
BWC  process.  This includes: 
-attending a BWC training session 
-providing 2 references 
-completing a criminal record check 
-completing a ministry application form. 
 
Please refer to the Because We Care Policy Manual for a more detailed       
description of the policy and its procedures. 



CM Prayer Team 

Without Godõs blessing and guidance all our efforts are   
worthless. 
We are committed to praying for you, your children, and those who have 
the opportunity to impact the lives of your children.  We take prayer very 
seriously and want you to know that our CM Prayer Team meets regularly 
to pray for and encourage our entire CM team in their important work. 
 

The CM Prayer Team isé 
-Lynda Bellows     -Kara Doerksen  -Patti Read 
-Lisa Stewart      -Christine Anaka  -Michelle Shaw 
 
If you have any praise or prayer items you would like to pass along to our 
team, please email Patti at any time (patti@ebenezerbaptist.ca) 

Therefore confess your sins to 
each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be 
healed.  The prayer of a       

righteous man is powerful and 
effective. 

James 5:16 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will 
say it again:  Rejoice!  Let your 
gentleness be evident to all.  
The Lord is near.  Do not be  

anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and     

petition, with thanksgiving,    
present your requests to God.  
And the peace of God which 

transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ  Jesus. 
   Philippians 4:4-7 
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CM Conference 
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This year, Circle Drive Alliance Church 

will be the host location for Impact 
2012, a province-ǿƛŘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ      

Ministry conference.  We are very       
excited to be welcoming gifted speaker 
Jeff Harmon as our main presenter.  
Along with common sessions led by Jeff, 
there will be several break-out sessions 
on various topics.  If you serve in         
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
this event! 
  
Be sure to keep Sunday, February 12, 
2012 openτmore details to come! 

We were not meant to go through life alone.  At Ebenezer, we 

highly value the commitment to be part of a close faith community.  One 
tool we use for this is Small Groups.  As parents, we need to be able to  
support others and be supported during this critical stage of life.  Consider 
how you can be a part of this network. 
 

If you would like to either lead or be part of an Adult Small 
Group, please contact Pastor Hal Puttick  -  

hal@ebenezerbaptist.ca 

Adult Small Groups 
Options for Parents 



His to Grow Preschool 

Godõs littlest people are so 
much fun!   

 
Entering its ninth year at         
Ebenezer Baptist Church, 

His to Grow Preschool  
is a fun, loving environment 

where three and four year olds 
can get the preschool basics, in a 

warm, Christian atmosphere. 

Our preschool teacher, Lynette Bober, has a real love for these young 

ones, and a desire to see them well equipped to enter Kindergarten.   
Lynette welcomes many children each week, both from Ebenezer and from 
the community.  For more information on His to Grow Preschool, contact   
Lynette Bober at  lynettebober@hotmail.com. 

But Jesus called the children to him and 
ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ 

and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you 
the truth, anyone who will not receive the       
kingdom of God like a child will never en-

ǘŜǊ ƛǘΦΩ  
Luke 18:16-17 

 
And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Je-

sus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
Colossians 3:17 
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When does my child graduate  
from a CM program? 

 

If children were to move to a new ministry program mid-year, we would have to 
do a great deal of schedule shuffling to accommodate.  We need to ensure we 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘŜǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
a new ministry area.  We have also found that to introduce children to a new   
program mid-year tends to add stress for the child, as they are not only            
considerably younger than the rest of the children in the ministry program, but 
the other children have also had several months getting used to the routine of the 
program together, while a new (and younger) child may find this more difficult. 
 

So, for example, if your child turns 2 before January 31, 2011, they are welcome 
to join KidZone beginning in the fall of 2010.  If they turn 2 after that date, we ask 
they remain in the nursery until the fall of 2011.  The same process would apply 
to RUSHτif your child turns 4 by January 31, 2011, they would be welcome in 
RUSH in the fall of 2010.  However, if they turn 4 after January 31, 2011, they will 
join KidZone in fall of 2011. 
 

Once your child is a part of Kids Small Groups, (KSG), each class is set according to 
age / school grade.  In keeping with the school system, we ask that your child   
remain in his / her KSG class the full ministry year, and the entire class will    
graduate in the spring, moving up to the next class in the fall. 
 

If you have any questions about this process, please contact Patti Read. 

Good question!   
Some people have asked about when 
their child should move up from nursery 
to KidZone, for example, or from KidZone 
to RUSH. 
 
Well, we try to operate with the same 
structure as the school system.  We ask 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ άƳƻǾŜ ǳǇέ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ   
ministry program in the fall.  Using this 
system, we are able to look at our teams 
for the entire ministry year (September-
August) and determine if we have the 
appropriate number of leaders on our 
team to support the number of children.   
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CM Policies 

CM Food Policy 
Please note that all food served 
in CM programs is totally nut-
free.  If you are bringing snacks 
for an event, please ensure there 
are no nut products hidden in the 
ingredient lists of the products 
you use. 
 
If you are sending snacks to your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ YƛŘǎ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ 
please  double check with the 
teacher, as there may be          
additional food allergies to     
consider, (eg: egg, dairy, etc).  
Thank you! 

CM  Photograph Policy 
 

All photographs and videos taken 
of children during EBC regular 

and special events are intended 
for  in-house publication and 

viewing only.  If the church plans 
to use photos or videos for      

promotional purposes, families 
will be asked for special           

permission. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
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SeptemberñJune 
First service (8:45-10:00 am) 
-Nursery fully staffed 
-KidZone fully staffed 
-RUSHτkids are dismissed from the service 
 
млΥмр IƻǳǊ κ YƛŘǎΩ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇǎ όмлΥмр-11:00 am) 
-Classes for kids 2 years old up to grade 6 
-Nursery fully staffed 
-Adult options through 10:15 Hour 
 
Second service (11:15 am -12:30 pm) 
-Nursery fully staffed 
-KidZone fully staffed 
-RUSHτkids are dismissed from the service 
 

There is no RUSH or Kidsõ Small Groups on long weekends or on 
many weekends near holidays. 

 
The last day of KSG before the fall is Sunday, May 13 

 
There is no RUSH from June 24 -  July 8 

 

Summer Schedule (July 1 -  August 26) 
First service (8:45-10:00 am) 
-Nursery fully staffed 
-KidZone fully staffed 
-RUSHτkids are dismissed from the service 
 
Second service (10:45 am ς12:00 pm) 
-Nursery fully staffed 
-KidZone fully staffed 
-RUSHτkids are dismissed from the service 
 

There is no RUSH Sunday August 5 due to the long weekend. 
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CM Calendar Fire Drill Procedures 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŜȄƛǘǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

fire, please exit in a calm manner.  Get the children as far away from 
the building as possible while remaining on EBC property and 

have them sit down.  Always keep track of how many children and leaders 
are in your ministry area, as you will need to keep count after you have   
exited the building.   

12 13 

2011 

Sun Sept 18 �² RUSH and Kids Small Groups Begin 
Sun Oct 9 �² No RUSH or Kids Small Groups, Thanksgiving weekend 
Sun Nov 6 - Because We Care training session in WC, in between services 
Sat Dec 3 - KSG Christmas program rehearsal  9:30-11am, WC 
Sun Dec 4 -  Kids Small Groups Christmas program 6:30pm, WC 
Sun Dec 11 �² Last RUSH and Kids Small Groups before break 
 

2012 

Sun Jan 8 �² RUSH and Kids Small Groups resume 
Sun Jan 29 �² Because We Care training session in WC, during LRT time 
Sun Feb 19 and 26 �² School Break - NO RUSH & Kids Small Groups 
Sun March 25 �² Because We Care training session in WC, during LRT time 
Sun April 8 �² Easter Sunday NO RUSH & Kids Small Groups 
Sun April 15 �² No RUSH & Kids Small Groups 
Sun May 13 �² last KSG before summer break 
Sun May 20 �² No RUSH, Long weekend 
Sun May 27 �² BWC training session in between the two services 
June 11-14 �² Jr. VBS  (9:30-11:15am) 
Sun June 17 �² last RUSH for the school year 
July 2-6 �² VBS (9am-noon) 
July 15 �² Summer RUSH begins 
Aug 5 �² NO RUSH, Long Weekend 
Aug 26 �² Last Summer RUSH 


